ARKWOOD, INC.
Omaha, Arkansas

Comditions at listing (September 1985): The Arkwood, Inc.,
Site covers approximately 20 acres on the Missouwri-Pacific’s
Cricket Railroad siding, south of Omaha in Boone County,
Arkansas. The site consists of a millwork shop, a wood-treating
plant which used pentachlorophencl (PCP) and creocsote, and &
storage yard for the treated wood products before sale. Arkwood
started operations at the site in the early 1960s. I 19732, the
TWTET of Arkwood leased +the process and land to Mass
Mercharndisers, Irc., of Harrison, Arkansas. Mass Merchandisers?
lease expired. on Jan. 1, 1385, and was rnot rernewed. The plant
has rot operated since then.

According to Mass Merchandisers, wastes from the wood-
treating cperation were dumped into a cave at the treating plant
from the begirming of the cperaticr to arcund 1970, The entrarnce
to the cave, which is at grournd level, has been boarded and
covered with a layer of dirt. Waste oils were aleo placed in a
ditch adjgacernt to the railrocad until approximately 1374, when the
cost  of the chemicals used irn the treatmert process forced the
nse of a recovery system and reduced the volume of wastes
gernerated.

Other wastes cornsist in part of the liouid from washing of
the treatwment room floor and the treatment eguipment. Theses
wastes accumulated 1w a tank and were then spread over the
stoorage yard to control duast. Eased on plant operaticorns during

1970, a minimum of 6,000 tao 7,000 pounds per year of waste were
generated over the more thanm 20 years of operatian, according to
Mass Mercharndisers. There is also a large pile of sawdust and
woadehips located in the southeast portion of the site. Samples
indicated that at least a portion of this pile is comntamirnated
with PCP. : ‘

The Gtate has detected PCP in local water wells, riatural
sprivgs in the area, arnd rearby Walriut Creek. In 1982, Mases
Merchandisers drilled a replacement well for .a rnearby resident,
and retaired a consulting firm to conduct a ge ﬁhy&ﬁnlﬁgiral st udy
in the area. Approximately 660 persons depend an pri ivate wells
within 2 miles of the site for drinking watér... .-

Status (September 1398&): Ar Administrative Order on Consent was
signed in May of 1986 ordering Mass Mercharndisers to conduact and
RI/FS. A draft workplan was submitted in July, 13986, and i
currently under revision. In August, 1386, the State of Arkansas
filed suit against the potentially responsible parties for  the
investigation and remediation of the site.
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